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CHAPTER 1

Kitchen Planning — Appliances Before
Cabinets

The single most important piece of advice we can give you: choose your appliances before
finalizing your cabinets. This counterintuitive approach saves money, maximizes choice,
and prevents the frustrating compromises that plague most kitchen renovations.

Cabinets are custom-made to fit your space — they can accommodate any appliance
dimensions you specify. Appliances, however, come in fixed sizes that cannot be modified.
When you choose cabinets first, you're locked into whatever "standard" openings your
cabinet maker provides, eliminating up to 40% of available appliances from consideration
before you've even started shopping.

Consider the refrigerator: Standard openings are 36 inches wide, but many desirable models
are 42, 48, or even 60 inches wide. That professional-style refrigerator you admired at the
showroom? It won't fit in a predetermined 36-inch opening. By selecting appliances first, you
tell your cabinet maker exactly what dimensions to accommodate — not the other way
around.

The Kitchen Work Triangle

THE KITCHEN WORK TRIANGLE

4-9 ft 4-9 ft
° 4-9 ft o

The work triangle connects your three primary work stations for optimal kitchen efficiency
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The work triangle — connecting refrigerator, sink, and range — has guided kitchen design for
decades. This fundamental principle optimizes movement between your three primary work
stations. Each leg of the triangle should measure 4-9 feet, with the total perimeter between
13-26 feet. No leg should cross major traffic patterns or be obstructed by islands or furniture.

When you choose appliances first, you optimize this triangle based on the actual dimensions
of your chosen appliances, not generic placeholders that may not reflect what you ultimately
purchase. This ensures your final kitchen functions as efficiently as intended.

Critical Measurements to Document

Before meeting with your cabinet maker, gather exact specifications for every appliance
you're considering. Don't rely on generic measurements — models change frequently, and
even small discrepancies can cause major installation problems.

* Width, depth, and height: Including handles, hinges, and any protrusions that affect
clearance requirements

* Door swing clearance: How much space doors need to open fully without hitting walls,
islands, or other appliances

* Ventilation requirements: Air circulation space needed above, behind, and on sides
(especially critical for refrigerators)

* Electrical specifications: Voltage, amperage, plug type, and outlet location
requirements
» Gas requirements: BTU capacity, connection size, and location for gas appliances

» Water connections: Supply lines and drain locations for refrigerators with ice makers
and water dispensers

m PRO TIP: Bring manufacturer specification sheets to your cabinet maker showing
exact dimensions and utility requirements. Don't assume they know current
dimensions — models change frequently.

Counter-Depth vs. Full-Depth Refrigerators

Counter-depth refrigerators (24-25 inches deep) align flush with countertops, creating a
built-in appearance without the $10,000+ price tag of true built-in models. This clean,
integrated look appeals to many homeowners and designers.

The trade-off is significant: you lose 5-7 cubic feet of storage capacity compared to full-depth
models. For a family of four, this could mean the difference between weekly and
twice-weekly grocery runs. Consider your household's actual food storage needs honestly
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before committing to counter-depth aesthetics.

Full-depth refrigerators (30-36 inches deep) protrude past counters but offer substantially
more storage capacity. If your kitchen has adequate floor space and the protruding profile
doesn't bother you, the extra storage provides real daily value that you'll appreciate every
time you shop.

Ventilation: Often Overlooked, Always Critical

Your range hood should match your cooktop's heat output, not just its physical width. Many
homeowners select hoods based on appearance alone, then struggle with smoke, odors,
and grease buildup because their ventilation is inadequate for their cooking style.

Calculate your minimum CFM requirements: 100 CFM per linear foot of cooking surface, plus
100 CFM per 10,000 BTU for gas ranges. A 48-inch professional gas range with 80,000 BTU
output might need 1,200+ CFM of ventilation capacity. Discuss ventilation requirements with
your contractor early in the planning process — retrofitting adequate ductwork after cabinets
are installed is expensive and sometimes impossible.

Electrical and Gas Infrastructure

Before finalizing appliance selections, verify your home's electrical and gas capacity can
support your choices. Professional-grade appliances often have significantly higher power
requirements than standard models, and upgrading infrastructure adds substantial cost to
your project.

Appliance Circuit Required Amperage
Electric Range 240V dedicated 40-50 amps
Gas Range 120V dedicated + gas line 15 amps
Built-in Refrigerator 120V dedicated 15-20 amps
Dishwasher 120V GFCI protected 15 amps
Wall Oven (Single) 240V dedicated 30-40 amps
Wall Oven (Double) 240V dedicated 40-50 amps
Induction Cooktop 240V dedicated 40-50 amps

Typical electrical requirements — always verify with manufacturer specification sheets

Upgrading your electrical panel from 100 to 200 amps can cost $1,500-$3,000 or more
depending on your location and existing wiring condition. For gas appliances, verify your gas
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line can deliver adequate pressure and volume — high-BTU professional ranges may require
upgrading from 1/2-inch to 3/4-inch gas supply lines.

m PRO TIP: Order long-lead-time appliances (built-ins, professional ranges) when
you order cabinets, not after. Some models require 12-16 weeks for delivery — don't
let appliance delays hold up your entire project.

Chapter 1 Key Takeaways

* Select appliances based on your actual cooking and storage needs, not cabinet
constraints

* Bring exact manufacturer specifications to your cabinet maker — don't rely on generic
measurements

« Verify electrical, gas, and ventilation requirements early in your planning process
* Order long-lead-time appliances when cabinets are ordered to avoid project delays

 Consider the work triangle and how you'll actually move and work in your kitchen daily

CHAPTER 2

Understanding Appliance Brands

Can one brand truly excel at everything? The short answer is no. Different manufacturers
have different strengths, and those strengths are category-specific. The best kitchen often
combines products from multiple manufacturers, selecting each for its particular excellence
in that appliance category.

A brand renowned for refrigerators might produce mediocre dishwashers. A company
famous for professional ranges might struggle with laundry appliances. Don't feel obligated to
match all appliances to one brand — focus on getting the best value and performance in
each category.
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BRAND STRENGTHS BY CATEGORY

Dishwashers Refrigerators Ranges Washers
Bosch
LG
Samsung
GE Profile

Miele

Brand performance varies significantly by appliance category — scores based on PickerlQ™ analysis of
reliability, features, and value

Major Brand Portfolios

Whirlpool Corporation commands approximately 25% of the global appliance market. The
company owns Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, JennAir, and Amana. These brands share
components and manufacturing facilities but maintain distinct market positioning: Whirlpool
targets value-conscious reliability, KitchenAid delivers premium mass-market appeal
(especially in dishwashers), Maytag emphasizes durability with 10-year motor warranties,
JennAir competes at the luxury built-in level, and Amana serves the entry-level value
segment.

LG and Samsung are Korean electronics giants that have transformed the appliance
industry with feature-rich, technology-integrated products. LG leads the market in front-load
washers with their TurboWash technology and backs their refrigerator compressors with
industry-leading 10-year warranties. Samsung excels in French door refrigerators and
pioneered the Family Hub smart screen concept. Both companies offer strong smart home
integration through their respective platforms.

Bosch/BSH is a German multinational that owns Bosch, Thermador, and Gaggenau brands.
Bosch dominates the dishwasher category — even their entry-level 500 Series consistently
outperforms competitors’ premium offerings on noise levels and cleaning performance.
Thermador's legendary 1-2-Free promotion (buy qualifying cooking and refrigeration, receive
a free dishwasher) offers exceptional value for full kitchen purchases. Gaggenau represents
ultra-premium European design for the luxury market.
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GE Appliances is now owned by Chinese conglomerate Haier but maintains American
manufacturing operations in Louisville, Kentucky. Their portfolio spans entry-level GE,
mid-range GE Profile, premium Café with customizable hardware finishes, and
professional-grade Monogram. Recent innovations include UltraFresh washers with
antimicrobial technology and Profile ranges with built-in air fry capability.

Sub-Zero/Wolf/Cove is a family-owned Wisconsin company representing the pinnacle of
residential appliances. Sub-Zero refrigerators use dual refrigeration (separate compressors
for fridge and freezer) that genuinely preserves food longer than single-system competitors.
Wolf ranges deliver professional-grade cooking results with precise temperature control.
Their Cove dishwashers complete the luxury trifecta. Premium pricing is justified by
exceptional quality and 20+ year longevity.

Miele is a German family-owned company known for uncompromising quality. Their
appliances are engineered to last 20 years — roughly twice the industry average lifespan.
This longevity justifies premium pricing for buyers who calculate long-term value rather than
just initial purchase price. Miele dishwashers rival Bosch; their laundry appliances are
exceptionally gentle on fabrics yet thoroughly effective on stains.

Our Category Recommendations

Category Best Value Best Overall Best Premium
Refrigerators LG Samsung Sub-Zero
Ranges (Gas) Samsung GE Profile Wolf

Ranges (Electric) GE KitchenAid Miele

Dishwashers Bosch 500 Series Bosch 800 Series Miele
Washers LG GE Profile Speed Queen
Dryers LG GE Profile Speed Queen

PickerlQ™ 2025 recommendations based on value, reliability, features, and long-term ownership cost

m PRO TIP: Don't sacrifice quality for brand matching. The best kitchen often
combines: Bosch dishwasher + LG or Samsung refrigerator + Wolf or GE Profile
range + LG washer. Mix and match for category excellence.

Chapter 2 Key Takeaways

» Brand reputation varies by category — research specific products, not just brand names
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» Understanding corporate ownership helps you see through marketing to shared

components

» The best kitchen combines category leaders from different manufacturers

* Don't let salespeople push packages that compromise on specific appliance quality

CHAPTER 3

Buying Strategies & Timing

Unlike most retail categories where prices are relatively fixed, appliance pricing is dynamic,
promotional, and often negotiable. Strategic timing can save you hundreds or even
thousands of dollars on major purchases. Understanding the annual sale calendar and
negotiation tactics gives you significant leverage.

38%
30%

BEST TIMES TO BUY APPLIANCES

45% 48%

Major sale events follow predictable annual patterns — plan your purchase accordingly for maximum savings

The Holiday Sale Calendar

Labor Day (September) offers the best overall buying opportunity of the year. This window
combines multiple factors: new models are being released, retailers are clearing previous

year inventory, and summer-end sales overlap with end-of-model-year clearances. If you
have timing flexibility, aim for this window.

Event Timing Typical Savings Notes
Presidents Day February 25-40% Strong discounts across all categories
Memorial Day Late May 30-40% Summer kickoff, good selection

AppliancePicker.com

Page 19 of 19



July 4th Early July 20-30% Mid-summer sale, grills emphasized
Labor Day September 30-45% BEST overall buying window

Black Friday November 35-50% Doorbusters with limited quantities
Year-End December 25-40% Clearance on older inventory

Negotiation Strategies That Work

Appliance prices are often negotiable, especially at independent dealers who have more
flexibility than big box stores. Come prepared with research: know prices at multiple retailers,
and don't be afraid to ask explicitly for price matching if you've found a lower price
elsewhere.

Bundle multiple appliances for package discounts — retailers want the larger sale and will
often discount more aggressively when you're buying several items. Negotiate delivery and
installation fees separately from product prices; these ancillary charges are often more
flexible than the appliance prices themselves. Most importantly, be willing to walk away. You
have leverage as an informed buyer, and there's always another sale coming.

Where to Buy: Retailer Comparison
* Big Box (Home Depot, Lowe's): Convenience, financing options, wide selection.
Limited staff expertise and service focus. Good for straightforward purchases.

* Best Buy: Good appliance selection, Geek Squad installation services. Strong on
smart home integration and tech support for connected appliances.

» Costco: Automatic 2-year warranty extension on all appliances, competitive pricing.
More limited model selection than specialty retailers.

* Independent Dealers: Deep expertise, relationship-based service, often better
post-sale support. Sometimes higher prices, but worth it for complex installations.

* Online-Only Retailers: Aggressive pricing, very wide selection. Delivery logistics can
be challenging, and no local service relationship.

Floor Models & Display Units

Floor models sell at 15-30% discounts with manageable trade-offs for savvy buyers. Inspect
carefully for cosmetic wear on stainless steel finishes — fingerprints and light scratches are
expected, but dents affect resale value. Verify all functions work properly by testing every
feature. Ask how long the unit has been on display; newer floor models have less wear.

Always confirm the full manufacturer warranty applies to floor model purchases — it should.
Negotiate aggressively on floor models; the retailer needs to move these units to make room
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for new inventory and has already factored in depreciation.
m PRO TIP: Set price alerts on CamelCamelCamel (for Amazon) and Slickdeals

months before you need to purchase. Building price memory helps you recognize
genuine deals versus manufactured urgency.

CHAPTER 4

Manufacturer Rebates — Hidden Savings

Industry studies consistently show that only 40-60% of eligible rebates are actually
redeemed. Hundreds of millions of dollars go unclaimed every year simply because
consumers don't follow through on paperwork. The 5-10 minutes required to submit a rebate
is often worth $100-500 in savings. Don't leave money on the table.

MAXIMIZE YOUR REBATE SAVINGS

PURCHASE DOCUMENT SUBMIT RECEIVE

40-60% of rebates go unclaimed!

Following the rebate process carefully ensures you capture all available savings

Required Documentation Checklist
* Original UPC barcode: Cut from product packaging (photograph before cutting as
backup)
» Dated sales receipt: Copy showing purchase price, date, and retailer information
* Completed rebate form: Fill out all fields accurately — incomplete forms are rejected
 Serial number: Usually on sticker inside door or on back panel of appliance
* Model number verification: Confirm your specific model is on the qualifying list

* Proof of purchase timing: Must fall within promotional period dates
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Major Manufacturer Rebate Portals

Brand Rebate Portal Typical Values

Whirlpool WhirlpoolRebates.com $50-300 individual, packages to $750
GE GEAppliances.com/rebates $50-500, often bundled with promotions
Samsung Samsung.com/promotions Instant + mail-in combinations

LG LG.com/us/promotions $50-500, retailer partnership deals
Bosch/Thermador | Bosch-home.com/rebates 1-2-Free bundles worth $1,500+

Utility Rebates — Often Overlooked

Many utilities offer rebates for energy-efficient appliances that stack with manufacturer
offers. Check your local utility's website before purchasing. Common utility rebates include:
heat pump water heaters ($300-$1,000), Energy Star refrigerators ($25-100), Energy Star
dishwashers ($25-75), and high-efficiency washers ($50-150).

Federal tax credits through the Inflation Reduction Act provide another savings layer. Heat
pump water heaters qualify for 30% of cost up to $2,000. These credits apply to your annual
tax return and can be combined with manufacturer and utility rebates.

m PRO TIP: Stacking example: $300 manufacturer rebate + $500 utility rebate +
$600 federal tax credit = $1,400 total savings on one heat pump water heater. Proper
planning captures all available savings.

CHAPTER 5

Warranties & Extended Protection

The standard manufacturer warranty on most appliances is one year for parts and labor. This
may seem short for products expected to last 10-20 years, but it reflects industry economics
and the typical failure rate pattern — most defects appear either very early (manufacturing
issues) or much later (wear and tear).

Extended Component Warranties

Many manufacturers extend coverage on specific high-value components beyond the basic
one-year warranty. These extended component warranties often matter more than the basic
coverage:
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» Refrigerator compressors: LG and Samsung offer 10-year warranties; most others
provide 5 years

* Washer motors: Speed Queen provides lifetime warranty; most brands cover 10 years
* Dishwasher tubs: Stainless steel tubs typically carry 5-year warranties

» Sealed refrigeration systems: Usually 5 years, covering refrigerant leaks

Should You Buy Extended Warranties?

Extended warranties make financial sense for: complex appliances with many potential
failure points (French door refrigerators with ice makers, front-load washers with
sophisticated electronics), premium appliances where service calls cost $200+ each, and
buyers who value peace of mind over pure cost-benefit analysis.

Extended warranties are less valuable for simple, historically reliable appliances like
top-freezer refrigerators, basic electric ranges, and traditional top-load washers. These
designs have fewer failure points and lower repair costs when issues do occur.

Recommended Warranty Providers
* CPS (Consumer Priority Service): Fast claims processing, excellent reputation
among appliance dealers and service professionals

* New Leaf Service Pro: Comprehensive coverage options, particularly popular with
professional installers and designers

* Allstate Protection Plans: Widely available at major retailers, solid track record for
claims handling

* Asurion: Strong technology expertise, particularly good for smart/connected
appliances

m PRO TIP: Register your appliances within 30 days of purchase for smoother
warranty claims. Keep receipts organized digitally. Document issues with photos
before calling for service — it speeds up the claims process significantly.

CHAPTER 6

Open Box & Scratch and Dent

Open box and scratch-and-dent appliances represent some of the best values available for
savvy buyers. These units — often cosmetically perfect or with minor flaws that will be
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hidden once installed — sell for 25-50% below retail for buyers who know what to look for
and what to avoid.

Categories and Typical Discounts

Category Typical Discount | What to Expect
Open Box (returns) 15-30% Often like-new; customer changed mind or ordered wrong size
Scratch & Dent 25-40% Cosmetic damage only; inspect location and severity carefully
Floor Model 30-50% Display wear from customer handling; fully functional
Factory Second 20-35% Minor manufacturing defect; usually cosmetic imperfections

Inspection Checklist
» Check that all doors and drawers open and close smoothly without catching or
resistance
* Inspect all visible surfaces for dents, scratches, and discoloration
* Test all controls, buttons, and displays to verify they function properly
« Verify warranty documentation is intact and transferable to you
* Look inside the appliance for any interior damage or missing components
 Confirm all accessories, manuals, and installation hardware are included
» Get any existing damage documented in writing before purchase

» Understand the return policy — it may differ from new product policies

Remember that prices on open box items are negotiable. Point out any damage you find and
ask for additional discounts. The retailer wants to move these units and has flexibility.
Damage on the sides or back of an appliance often doesn't matter at all — these surfaces
are hidden once the appliance is installed.

m PRO TIP: Always confirm full manufacturer warranty applies to open box
purchases — it should. If the warranty is shortened or voided, negotiate an additional
discount to compensate for the reduced coverage.

CHAPTER 7

Refrigerator Buying Guide
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The refrigerator is often the most expensive appliance in your kitchen and typically the first
one visitors notice. Options range from basic top-freezers under $600 to built-in models
exceeding $15,000. Understanding the differences between configurations helps you choose
wisely based on your actual needs, not just aesthetics.

REFRIGERATOR CONFIGURATIONS

French Door Side-by-Side

Top Freezer Bottom Freezer

Each configuration offers different trade-offs between capacity, accessibility, price, and reliability

Configuration Comparison

French Door ($1,500-$4,000): Wide refrigerator shelves easily accommodate large platters
and party trays. Freezer drawers below provide organized storage. This is the most popular
premium configuration. The trade-off: more complexity (ice makers, multiple doors, electronic
controls) means more potential repair points over the appliance's lifetime.

Side-by-Side ($1,000-$2,500): Narrow doors work well in kitchens with limited clearance
space. Built-in ice and water dispensers are standard at this price point. The downside:
narrow compartments don't fit wide items like sheet pans or large frozen pizzas very well.

Top Freezer ($500-$1,200): The most affordable and most reliable configuration. Simple
mechanical design means fewer potential failure points. The trade-off: requires bending to
access fresh food in the lower refrigerator section. Best value for budget-conscious buyers
who prioritize reliability.

Bottom Freezer ($800-$2,000): Fresh food at eye level without the premium pricing of
French door models. Good middle-ground option that balances accessibility and cost.
Freezer access requires bending, but most people access the refrigerator section far more

AppliancePicker.com Page 19 of 19



frequently.

Our Top Refrigerator Picks

* Best Overall: LG LRMVS3006S — Large capacity, reliable linear inverter compressor,
10-year warranty

* Best Value: Samsung RF28R7551SR — Strong features at competitive price point

* Best Premium: Sub-Zero CL4850U — Dual refrigeration, exceptional food
preservation

* Best Budget: LG LTCS24223S — Reliable top-freezer at affordable price

CHAPTER 8

Range & Cooktop Buying Guide

For serious home cooks, the range is the heart of the kitchen. Your choice of fuel type affects
cooking style, installation requirements, operating costs, and even what cookware you can
use. Understanding these differences helps match your range to your actual cooking habits
and preferences.

RANGE FUEL OPTIONS

Gas Electric

Induction Dual Fuel

Each fuel type offers distinct advantages for different cooking styles and kitchen configurations

Fuel Types Compared
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Gas ($600-$8,000): Visual flame provides instant feedback on heat level. Immediate heat
adjustment when you turn the knob. Works during power outages. Preferred by most
professional cooks for stovetop work. Requires gas line installation if not already present in
your kitchen.

Electric ($500-$3,000): Even oven heating with consistent temperature throughout the
cavity. Easier installation requiring only a 240V outlet. Lower operating cost in many areas
depending on local utility rates. Smooth glass cooktop versions are easy to clean. No open
flame improves safety for households with children.

Induction ($1,500-$5,000): Fastest heating technology available — boils water significantly
faster than gas or electric. Most precise temperature control for delicate sauces and
chocolate work. Safest option because the cooking surface stays cool (only the pan heats).
Most energy efficient. Requires compatible magnetic cookware; aluminum and copper pans
won't work.

Dual Fuel ($2,500-$12,000): Combines gas cooktop with electric convection oven. Best of
both worlds for serious cooks who want gas stovetop responsiveness with superior electric
oven baking performance. The choice for dedicated home bakers who also demand
professional-style stovetop cooking.

Our Top Range Picks
* Best Gas Value: Samsung NX60A6511SS — Powerful burners, excellent features at
the price

* Best Gas Overall: GE Profile PGS930 — Air fry capability, smart features, consistent
performance

» Best Induction: Bosch HII8057U — Precise control, quiet operation, excellent build
quality

» Best Pro-Style: Wolf GR366 — Commercial-grade performance, legendary durability

m PRO TIP: Considering induction? Test your existing cookware with a refrigerator
magnet. If the magnet sticks firmly, the pan will work with induction. Budget for new
cookware if your current set isn't compatible.

CHAPTER 9

Dishwasher Buying Guide
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Today's best dishwashers are whisper-quiet (under 44 dBA), remarkably water-efficient, and
effective at cleaning without pre-rinsing. If your current dishwasher requires you to practically
wash dishes before loading them, you're overdue for an upgrade. Modern dishwashers with
soil sensors adjust automatically based on how dirty your dishes actually are.

Features That Actually Matter

Noise level (dBA): This is the single most important specification for open-concept kitchens.
Under 44 dBA is essential if you're in the same room while the dishwasher runs. Under 40
dBA is near-silent — you may need to check the indicator light to know if it's running. Bosch
consistently leads the industry in quiet operation.

Third rack: This shallow upper rack adds capacity for utensils, measuring cups, and flat
items like lids. It sounds like a minor feature but genuinely increases usable capacity by
15-20% and keeps small items from falling through lower racks during the wash cycle.

Drying system: Basic condensation drying struggles with plastics, which don't retain heat
well enough to evaporate water droplets. Bosch's CrystalDry technology and GE's AutoDry
actually work on plastics. Heated drying uses more energy but is effective across all
materials.

Adjustable tines: Fold-down tines accommodate odd-shaped items like large pots, mixing
bowls, and baking sheets. This flexibility matters more than it seems — rigid racks limit what
you can actually fit.

Soil sensor: Automatically adjusts cycle length and water usage based on actual load soil
level. Saves water, energy, and time on lightly soiled loads while ensuring heavily soiled
dishes get the cleaning they need.

Our Top Dishwasher Picks

» Best Value: Bosch 500 Series — Exceptional quietness and cleaning at an accessible
price point

* Best Overall: Bosch 800 Series — CrystalDry technology, flexible third rack,
near-silent operation

* Best Premium: Miele G7000 Series — AutoDos automatic detergent dispensing,
superior build quality, 20-year lifespan

* Best Budget: GE GDT645 — Strong cleaning performance, reliable, solid features for
the price

AppliancePicker.com Page 19 of 19



m PRO TIP: Always use rinse aid for best drying results, especially with
condensation-drying dishwashers. It's not optional — it's essential for spot-free, fully
dry dishes.

CHAPTER 10

Washer & Dryer Buying Guide

Laundry appliances have seen tremendous innovation in recent years: faster cycles that
actually clean, gentler fabric care that extends clothing life, and smart features that
automatically optimize detergent, water, and cycle selection. Understanding the key
differences helps you choose machines that fit your lifestyle and laundry habits.

Front-Load vs. Top-Load Washers

Front-Load Washers ($800-$1,500): Deliver the best cleaning performance of any
configuration. Most water-efficient and energy-efficient design. Gentler on fabrics because
clothes tumble through water rather than being twisted by an agitator. Stackable with
matching dryers for space savings in tight laundry areas. The trade-off. requires careful
maintenance to prevent musty odors — leave the door ajar between loads and wipe the door
gasket regularly.

Top-Load HE (High-Efficiency) Washers ($600-$1,200): No bending to load and unload.
Less prone to odor issues than front-loaders. Faster typical cycle times. Impeller design (no
center agitator) is gentler on fabrics but may not clean as thoroughly as front-loaders on
heavily soiled items.

Top-Load Agitator Washers ($500-$1,000): Traditional design with center agitator provides
the most aggressive cleaning action. Simplest mechanical design means fewer potential
failure points and lower repair costs. Speed Queen offers legendary commercial-grade
durability with lifetime motor warranties. Best choice for households with heavily soiled work
clothes or buyers who prioritize longevity over features.

Our Top Laundry Picks

* Best Front-Load Washer: LG WM4000HWA — TurboWash 360, excellent cleaning,
reliable inverter motor

* Best Top-Load HE: GE Profile PTW900 — UltraFresh vent system, smart features,
thorough cleaning
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» Best for Durability: Speed Queen TR7003WN — Commercial-grade build, 10-year full
warranty

* Best Dryer: LG DLEX4000W — Sensor dry prevents over-drying, steam refresh, quiet
operation

m PRO TIP: For front-load washers: use only HE (high-efficiency) detergent, don't
overload, and leave the door ajar between loads to allow the drum and gasket to dry.
Wipe the door gasket monthly to prevent mold buildup.

CHAPTER 11

About AppliancePicker & PickerlQ™

h

AppliancePicker

Smart Picks. Zero Regrets.

Powered by PickerlQ™

AppliancePicker was created with a simple mission: cut through the overwhelming amount of
information, marketing claims, and conflicing advice to provide clear, honest
recommendations that help real people make confident appliance purchasing decisions.

The PickerlQ™ Difference

Our proprietary PickerlQ™ system analyzes thousands of data points across reliability
reports, verified customer reviews, professional assessments, feature comparisons, and
long-term value assessments. We identify the best appliances at every price point — not the
ones with the biggest advertising budgets or highest commission rates.
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We don't accept advertising or sponsorship that would compromise our objectivity. When we
recommend a product, it's because our analysis shows it delivers genuine value for the price.
Period. Our revenue comes from affiliate partnerships with retailers, but our
recommendations are based purely on merit.

What Sets Us Apart

* No paid placements: Our recommendations are based purely on merit, not advertising
dollars

* Real-world analysis: We don't just read spec sheets — we analyze actual owner
experiences over time

» Value-focused: We consider total cost of ownership, not just initial purchase price

» Updated continuously: Our database reflects current models, pricing, and real-world
reliability data

» Category expertise: We recommend the best brand for each appliance category, not
one brand for everything
Connect With Us

Visit AppliancePicker.com for our interactive recommendation tool. Enter your
requirements, priorities, and budget to get personalized picks in seconds. Our algorithm
considers what matters most to you — whether that's noise level, capacity, features, or value
— and delivers tailored recommendations instantly.

Exclusive Savings

Use code PICK200 for $200 off purchases over $2,000 or PICK300 for $300 off purchases
over $3,000 at participating partner dealers. These codes work in addition to any
manufacturer rebates, utility rebates, or sale pricing — they're our way of thanking you for
trusting AppliancePicker with your purchase decisions.

Smart Picks. Zero Regrets.

© 2025 AppliancePicker. All rights reserved. PickerlQ™ is a trademark of AppliancePicker.
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